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was pushing his inquiries in various directions, and
particularly along the lines of physical phenomena
and human history. We have also seen that, hav-
ing accepted in all sincerity the Calvinistic faith of
his family and of his Puritan ancestors, he had
entered upon the observance of his religious duties
with great earnestness*

Actuated by such a desire for "the knowledge
that leadeth unto wisdom," the reading of Gibbon,
Grote, and Humboldt could not fail to stir his
thought in various directions; and nothing could be
more in the order of his thinking than that, after
converse with these stimulating and suggestive
minds, in addition to his general knowledge of clas-
sic literature, he should be led to inquire, in the
finest spirit of a Christian believer, into the founda-
tions of the religious faith which he had accepted
as embodying the highest truth vouchsafed to the
human mind.

Certain it is that, at the opening of the year, he
reveals himself as earnestly seeking light on certain
religious problems that were engaging his thought;
and that we may the better follow him through his
own personal experiences in his search for religious
truth, and the more clearly perceive the character
of the religious faith he did so much to promote, we
should get clearly before us the fundamental dog-
mas of Christian theology with their verifications,
which he found confronting him as an ultimate
philosophico-religious system at the opening of his
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